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Dr. Rich Robinson received a BS in Physics 
in 1971 and PhD in Biophysics in 1975, both 
from the University of Illinois in Champaign-
Urbana. His doctoral research concerned 
excitation-contraction coupling and 
modulation of excitability in cardiac tissue. 
He then conducted post-doctoral research 
in Pharmacology at the University of Iowa 
(1975-77), where he was one of the earlier 
investigators studying the electrophysiological 
characteristics of cardiac cells while 

maintained in culture as well as their interaction with nerve cells in this 
in vitro environment. In 1977 he joined the faculty of the Department of 


